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Plagiarism is a serious violation of the standards of academic integrity and ethical conduct in
publishing research articles, review articles, and conceptual papers in the Rural Planning Journal
(RPJ). This implies that by submitting a manuscript to the RPJ, authors must ensure that their work
is original and free from plagiarism. It should be clear that references are not considered as a part
of the content to be subjected to plagiarism check. Plagiarism occurs when authors copy someone
else’s prior ideas, processes, results, or words without explicitly acknowledging the original author
and source. Self-plagiarism occurs when an author utilizes a large part of his/her previously
published work without using apt references. This can range from getting the same manuscript
published in multiple journals to modifying a previously published manuscript with some new

data.

RPJ respects intellectual property and aims to protect and promote the original works of its authors.
Manuscripts containing plagiarized material are against the standards of quality, research and
innovation. Hence, all authors submitting articles to the RPJ are expected to observe ethical
standards and abstain from plagiarism, in any form. Once the authors have submitted the
manuscript to the RPJ, it is assumed that it is an original manuscript, unpublished work, and is not
under consideration for publication elsewhere. All manuscripts submitted for publication to the
journal are cross-checked for plagiarism using appropriate computer software. Manuscripts found

to contain plagiarized content during the initial stages of review are outright rejected.

If plagiarism is detected after publication, the journal reserves the right to issue a correction,
retraction, or other appropriate statements. The journal shall take serious action against published
manuscripts found to be plagiarised and altogether remove them from the journal website and other
third-party websites where the journal is listed and indexed. The authors may also face disciplinary

action including banning them from publishing in the RPJ in the future.



